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The Cdlifornia Air Resources Board
began a test last wesk of adiesdl fuel addi-
tive that has been successful in reducing
gnoke and emissons from trucks, buses
and other diesdl-powered vehideshy up to
42 percent.

If the pandl embraces the chemical —
manufactured by Los Angeles-based
Omstar Inc. = date officids are more
likely to mandate the use of an additive in
al diesd fud until a cleandr fud can be
found, sad Brad Sdes, a spokesman for
Los Angeles City Councilman Richard
Alatorre.

The test resulted in part from 18 months
o pressure from Alatorre, who's taken an
aggressive stance in favor of a deaner-
burning diesdl fuel. Besdes his active
lobbying of the Air ResourcesBoard to test

esd Tud additivemay lead to dean-air mandate

gets support from City Councilman Alatorre .

A preliminary test of the fuel additive by
'the Air Resources Board last fdl found a
trend toward lower emissions rates; but the
board cdled for an expanded test usng
eght vehides omed by the City of Los
Angeles to nare fully — ‘
determine the impect 3
of the fue] additive. A |
report of the test will |
be sent to the city,
Kau sad. i this test
proves successful, it
will probably be fol- |
lowed up by a fleet }
test using about 40 i
trucks. Alatorre

The fuel additive is already being usd
by severd companies inthe @i ncl ud ng
Hudson @wad Avigion Services, which
operates shuttle bus sarvices at Los Ange-

les International Airport and a fleet of
busesa the Universty of Cdifornia, Los
Angeles, and American Presdent Li nes of
Oakland, acargo carrier that Uses the addi-
tive & its harbor facilities in Los Angdes
and Taiwan.

In a six-month test conducted by Interria-
tional Automotive Testing Laboratories of
Smta Ana on American President Lines
diesd equipment, the laboratory found an
overdl emissonreduction of 35 percent.

Hudson @erd , which tested the addi-
tive in its UCLA shuttle buses for four
months, found an average emissions reduc-
tion of 30 percent, said Harold Alves,
Hudson of maintenance services,
Use of the additive has been expanded to
the company's ground Support equipment
d LAxX andin duly it began usngthe addi-
tiveat itssix Canedian gtes. In August, the

company begen using the additive at JFK
International Airport In New York, hesad.

It costs Hudson about 3 cents a gdlon to
treat the diesd fudl, Alves said. At LAX,
Hudson General uses about 20,000 galons
of diesdl fuel each wesk.

The increased use of the additive is
pumping Up revenues for Omstar. In the
second quarter of the year, ended June 30,
the company shipped out about $120,000
of the additive, Omstar President Richard
Skaggs said. That's up from only $10,000
inthesane quarter last year. Skaggs antid-
ﬁaes additive sdesthis year for Omstar to

it about $L5 million.

Besides testing the fuel additive in
trucks, buses and other vehicles, Skaggs
also hes proposed to Gov. George Deuk-
mejian the the additive bed ———
state’s power plants to determine if it could
reduce corrosive sulfur amisson
are partly responsible for acid rain,

the tuel additive, heés dso presented a

mation to the City Coundl to reguiretha
alt diesd fud s0ld in the city be the least

polluting available.

Sdes sad Alatorre is trying to find a
way to dean upt he city's air until an ater-
native fuel can be found. The Air
Resources Board tedt, dated 10 last ebot
four weeks, IS desgned to determine the
effect of the additive on emissonsand par-
ficulates (or soot) from diesd engines sad
Robert Kou, associate motor vehide pollu-
tion control engineer a the board. Cost of
the test, conducted by a private |aboratory,
Olson Engineering Inc. of Huntington
Beech, isestimated & $117,300.
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