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cars, trucks
cruise With less
pollutantsin ar

by George Wiley

Near theend of World War 11,
as the Germans struggled with
methanesubstitutesfor gasoline
and sought ersatz fuelsto drive
their fatering military equip-
ment, rumors surfaced that Nazi
scientists, who had already 'de-
veloped rocketsand jet aircraft,
had discovered a gasoline ad-
ditivethat would extend mileage
remarkably.

Today, 40 yearslater, Richard
Skaggs, a partner in Renergy In-
ternational headquartered in
Redondo Beach, claimsthe Ger-
man technology of World War 11
was a near miss.

Skaggsand David Clark, ase-
cond Renergy spokesman, claim
to have developed—in partner-
ship with unnamed chemists,in
particular an anonymous 70-
year-oldchemist retiredfroman
oil company—atwo-stepal and
gasadditivewhich will not only
increase mileage but will save
old engines and, most remark-
able of al, cut smog emissions
by sizable percentages.

Whilethe public may not have
heard of theadditives, tests have
shown that they do work, Clark
and Skaggs say, and they con-
tend that once the additives
catch on they will be hailed, in
Skaggs words, as''the develop-

Both Skaggs, 46, and Clark, 45,
livein PalosVerdes. Neitherisa
chemical engineer, athough
Skaggs says he had chemical
trainingin college. Until recent-
ly Skaggs worked for Walt
Disney Studios as both a pro-
ducer and director. Clark still is
atrucking discounter who buys
accounts receivablefrom truck-
ing firms.

It wasClark's connection with
trucking which provided the
testing link which proved the
Renergy gasoline and oil ad-
ditivesto beamazingly effective,
both men say.

The additives have been
marketedin limited amountsfor
about two years, most recently
under the name Trucker's
Choice.. The namefor the same
products when they go on the
market shortly in smaller con-

tainers for automobile use will
probably be Driver’s Choice.

According toSkaggs, use of the
additives together in tests with
diesel trucks hasshown exhaust
emission pollutant reductionsdf
high magnitude.

Hydrocarbon emissions have
been reduced up to 66 percent,
Skaggs says, while carbon

Redondo firm citesamazing resultsfor additive:

monoxide has been reduced by
32 percent and nitrous oxide by
4 percent. Particulates, harmful
emission ingredients which get
breathed into the lungs, were
cut by 11 percent.
Theseresultshaveto be music
to the ears o anyone who has
ever driven behind a bus, inhal-
ing fumes which in Skaggs

Words would "gag a maggot.”
""We're gonna clean u up this air
for the next generatlon @gs
‘added " enthusiastical Ily.
In addition to the reduction in

emissions, the fuel additives
have decreased fuel consump-
tion by 5 to 25 percent, depen-
ding on the condition o the
engine when used--old engines
benefitting .most—and have
drastically delayed maintenance
expenditures, Clark and Skaggs
clam.

According to Clark, he had to

give the additivesto truckersin
the beginningto get them tried,
so jaded had truckers become
over fuel and oil additiveswhich
did not live up to their hillings.
Thissame skepticismisgoing to,
remain one d the big obstacles
in selling'Bucker's Choiceon a
larger scale, Clark says, but he
adds he issure word o mouth
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David Clark, left, and Richard Skaggs have great expectations for their oil and fuel additives for car and truck

have shown thé additives increase mileage, rediice engine maintenance, and best of all, the entrepreneurs say, emission pollutants
are reduced by major percentages in most cases. The product is being marketed or soon to be marketed by Renergy Interna-
tional, based in Redondo Beach. Photo by George Wiley.

will soon do the marketing job

for the products. Trials by diesel
truck operators to whom he
gave theadditives led to fuel sav-
ings between 11 and 18 percent,
Clark says.

Because patents arestill pen-
ding, Skaggs will not revea even
sketchily the composition of the
additives. He will assure that
they are safe. In a demonstra-

will probably be marketed as

EngineShield, will sell for about

$15for an automobileand about
350 far atruck. Theoil additive

need only be used once every
50,000 miles, making it a minor

expense.
According to Skaggs, the oil

.additive actually sinks into all

metal parts, in effect pdishing
them. They move with con-

'The additives will work essentially forall engines, from
| imported automobile enginesto jet aircraft engines
to the giant diesel engi nes which rumble while a ship

widing shipboard electricity but also adding

snd

& in port,
to air pollution.

tion, he proved his poi
biting off% chunk of s%?ilcrj]tfukg
additive and then washing that
down with a couple gulps of the
qu,L&g erson,

e know this has . - pur-
poses,” Skaggs joked- 1 Womy
harm an engine, and it loosens
you up a little bit”

Theoil additive, which comes

siderably less friction, he says.
Thefud additive, which must
be routinely added to fuel, will

treat 300gallonsof diesal fuel at

acost o about $12, Skaggssays.
A similar pricewill probably be
charged for the automobile

a%ﬂ&‘e'cgar_k calls a woman's

material, can simply be dropped

into @ 03 tank, where it Will

dissolve. NO fygs, NO Mess.
According t0 Skaggs, both the

iti have 1, not onl
e T but o tated, A

tionally, t hey have been used in
limited fashion by the South
Coast Air Quality Management
District (AQMD), with an €
thusi asticr esponse, Skagps SayS.

No one at the AQMD could
confirm those tests, although
one spokesman said he'dheard
rumors. The AQMD contact pd'.
son mentioned by Skaggs could
not be reached.

One garbage disposal firm,
which did test additives in its
trucks, found them remarkable,
accord’;ggv to a representative.

eVries, _ . ;
Ro?k‘x\l Corporat%’olﬁeigr N x‘;ﬁ:{g“
ton, said he met Skaggs because
both men had nearby ware-
houses. DeVries said Skaggs’ en-

thusiasm for the additives con-
vinced him ta aiwve tham =



After nine months of testing,
DeVrieswrote Skaggsa letter, in
which he described test results
as "hard to bdieve” He esti-
mated that savings per truck
over the initial six months of
testing had been $3,050; with
fewer injector changes, fuel
pump rebuilds, and fuel filter
changes. Fuel savingsalone had
been $1,300 per truck, he
estimated

"Our mechanics ict that
the inframe overhaul of the
engi ne which normally occurs at
the 300,000 mile mark won't
need to be done until the
500,000 to 600,000 mile mark,
which meansadditional savings
d 55,000 per vehicle, Devries
added. He estimated total sav-
ingsduring the life o a truck at
$45,600.

In a phone interview this
week, DeVnes repeated his
praise. "If you tear apart a
motor, you can really tell the dif-
ference he said. "If you run
your handsand fingersdown it
(anengine part), you don't seea
coating but it does feei dick.

DeVries said Roehl continues
to use the additives. "if the
duff's on the shelves in the
store, well buy it," he said.

According to Clark and
Skaggs, the additives will work
invirtually any engme includ-

g boats,

huge impact on air pollution if

they become universally used.
The two entrepreneurs agree

that if their clams are correct,
they will be gitting on a gold
mine. Renergy now has the
capability toturn out 15,000 gal-
dor

At the moment, the company
is not seeking investors, nor is
there theintent to take Renergy
public, Clark says.

"We have al the money we

its San Pedro manufacturing need,” Clark said.

facility, they say, adding that
futuresites are under study in
Texas and New Jersey.

O the threat that major oil
companies will develop their
own brands of the additives,
Skaggssays, "' Theoil companies
aready tried to break it down,
and they couldn't do it

At any rate, Skaggs adds,
Renergy isnegotiatingwitb ma-
jor oil companies. Hewon't say
which ones;

Ever since KCBS in Los Ange-
lesranamid-Marcheditiorial in
which the Renergy products
were mentioned, the company
has been beseiged with in-.
quiries, Skaggs and Clark say.
Now they are rushing from
meeting to meeting with poten-
tial users and marketers, trying
to prepare themselves for the
onslaught of demand.

Asked thesourcedf capltallza-
tion, he added, "' The banks"

Clark and Skaggssay the ad-
ditiveswill probably begeneral-
ly available throughout Califor-
nia by the first of the year.



